
This research project is intended for you to practice key researching skills and to learn more about 
the Maya Civilization.  You will be expected to become experts on the topic you choose and you 
will teach the rest of the class what you have learned.  You have been given guiding questions to as-
sist you with this.   You will be working with a randomly chosen group of 4.  Presentations are sched-
uled to occur on Wed, Jan 30 and Fri Feb 1.   

Project Components: 

A) View videos on your select topics and take notes 

B) Conduct proper research from multiple sources 

C) Create a powerpoint and presentation to teach the class about your topic 

D) Successfully work with a randomly chosen group of 4 to accomplish the above tasks! 

 

 

 

-  

1) Wednesday, January 9: The Choosing 

 Groups will be randomly selected via drawing out of a hat  Being able to work 
with people other than the ones you always work with is an important skill to 
have :) 

 Groups will then get together and determine which topic they will present—only 
one group per topic (much haggling and arguing to ensue, I am sure…) 

Sacred Mountains: Maya Architecture 

 Why were pyramids built?  What were the two main functions of 
them?   

 How were they built?  What materials / equipment were used? Size?  

 Symbolism used  

 Quetzal bird chirps in Temple of Kukulcan,  importance of quetzal bird, 
god Kukulcan 

 Magic snake movement in El Castillo at Chichen Itza 

 Observatories—why were they built?  What type of astrological/astronomical advances did the Maya make? 

 Palenque, Pacal, Temple of the Inscriptions 

 What were some other key things they did to enable their civilization to flourish? 



Cracking the Code: Maya Glyphs and Symbols 

 What was it?  

 Why did it happen?  What was the point? 

 Religious aspect 

 Rules, equipment, court,  etc 

 Interesting trivia 

Sacred Beliefs: the Maya Religion 

 What was their belief about creation of the world?  Of mankind? 

 Do NOT focus on the Hero Twins, as somebody else will be doing this 

 Popol Vuh, the jaguar 

 Xibalba –what did they believe happened after death? 

 Hun Hunahpu 

 The jaguar 

 The power/sacredness of the king 

 Interesting trivia 

The Sport of Life or Death: The Ball Game 

 What was this game?  

 Pok-a-tok 

 Why was it played? What was the point? 

 What are some of the differing opinions today about the sport? 

 Religious aspect, myth of the Hero Twins, symbolism 

 Rules, equipment, court,  etc 

 Interesting trivia 

Cracking the Code: Maya Glyphs and Symbols 

 What are Maya glyphs?  Where are they found?  How were they trans-
lated?  When did this translation occur? 

 Who was Friar Diego de Landa?  What did he think of the Maya?  
Why?  What impact did he have on their culture?  What information 
has he contributed about their culture in his writings?  What did he 
have done to their books?  Which ones are left?  What is the Landa 
alphabet? 

 Describe the Maya codices that remain.  What was their purpose? 

 Numbers, concept of zero 

 What did earlier historians believe about the Maya culture that changed 
once certain glyphs were discovered (consider glyphs that portrayed 
sacrifice and such…)? 



2) Friday, January 11: Video viewing class 

 Meet in Main Computer lab where groups will watch a variety of videos regarding their top-
ic—these can be found at mrsdspencer.wordpress.com.  Each group member must take their 
own notes on the videos watched. 

 Please hand in the notes at the end of the class. 

 Worth 15 marks 

2) Monday January 14: Research Class 

 Each group member must use at least THREE difference sources to obtain information about 
the topic and the sources may not be the same as any other group member’s  

 Each group member must submit THREE pages of notes— the notes should be taken fairly 
equally from the different sources used— the  reason for this is so that you recognize that 
when you are doing research, you must peruse a variety of sources to ensure your information 
is accurate and complete! 

 Each page of notes MUST have the bibliographic information regarding the source of the in-
formation  (this is still to come….) 

 Your notes will be handed in at the end of class on Monday, January 14, so use your time wise-
ly that day!  If you are not present for the class, you will  need to  do the work at home hand 
in your notes at the beginning of class on Wednesday, January 16. 

 If you have clearly used your time wisely but you did not get your notes completed, you will 
be able to finish them for homework 

 Worth 30 marks 

The Blood of Sacrifice: Mayan Religious Rituals 

 Popol Vuh, the rain/water god Chaac 

 What kinds of non-blood sacrifices were made? 

 What were the various kinds of blood sacrifices made?  Explain the rituals 
in some detail. 

 Why were sacrifices made?  What did they hope to accomplish? 

 Key terms to look up: Lady Xoc, cenotes 

 (Do NOT discuss the Hero Twins or the Ball Game, as another group is 
doing this) 



4) Wednesday, January 16: Group Connecting Time 

 This class will be given to you to chat, organize, plan your presentation 

 Divide the tasks equally—make sure everybody is contributing 

 Each person will have to document and hand in the specific aspects of the project that he/she 

5) Wednesday, January 30 / Friday February 1: Presentations 

 Please be ready to present on the day in question! 

 You should be organized!!! Everybody should know what they are presenting. 

 All of you must have contributed to the making of the powerpoint—it is not just one person’s 
job to put it together! 

 You may want to email me your presentation so I can put it on Edline and my blog for ease of 
access 

 Your presentation should be 25-35 minutes long—please make sure you have timed it! 

 Divide the tasks equally—make sure everybody is contributing 

 Your presentation should be interesting and informative—all of you must be involved in it! 

 Worth 60 marks 

  - Powerpoint        = 40 marks 

  - Presentation in its entirety = 20 marks 

 At the end of your presentation you must give me a bibliography that has been correctly done 
and includes ALL resources—this may be included at the end of your powerpoint or done on 
a separate sheet of paper 

  If this is not done, your project will not be marked 

  Worth 15 marks 


